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OVER THE SEA
TO ENTERTAIN

IN WALES IVlusic l,overs in the Ammanford and Llandybie areas
enjoyed a feast of music during the three-day visit of
Marienchor, the male voice choir from Eupen in East
Belgium.

lVIr. Dan Jones. chairman 
'of

Llaodybie lVlale Choir thanked the
Eelgium ladies for their generous
donation to the fund. and he pre-
sented Marienchor's President.
Ilr. Jmeph Ko<kartz with a min-
er's lamp which he said was
synonlrpus with the village of
Llandybie and especially with i:he
choir which was formed over thrcc
quarters of a cenfury ago by the
miners of Pencae Colliery.

Mr. Kcckartz in turn presentcd
each rnember of Llandvbie choir
and thcir musical director, Mr.
Indeg Thomas, with a Eupen pot-
ter:e rEüt.

Supper was nrepared at the
Llanüibie Rusui  Ct i r t '  af rer  which
both ihoirs härinonised relations
bv jornine force".  The s insine of
La Vergrne .  wi th FerdinandFr ings
singinelhe leat l - in solo and Janiäe
Davies-Rees the solo part was a
wonderful climax to a memorable
evening,

The following eveninq Marien-
chor gave a coicert -'oreanis€d
bv M-ENCAP - at the Amman
Vallev Comprehe nsive School ard
a buf fet  suppcr was prepared at
Llandvbie Social Club br' the ste-
ward 

-and 
stewardess. 

'Mr. 
and

Mrs.  l \1.  Wakel ins.
Highhghr of rhä tour was rhe

civic receprion and dinner, fol-
lowed bv dancing. srven bv thc
Dinefur-  Borouei  öouncr l . '  Thc
lvlavor. Councill 'or Berrie Phillips,
welcomed the Beleium Choir a-nd
thankcd thcm for-qiving so much
pleasure to music- lovJrs in thq
Llandvbie and Ammanford arca
during their stay and wished theo
success in the future. Resoonses to
thc Mavor's toast were hade bv
Mr. Josäph Kockanz and Mr. Drö
Joncs. Before rhe dance whftth
followed. Manenchor thanked eB
pres€nt rn song. Thc pieccs chosca
lor therr uncxDected treat werc
rntroduced bv l![.H Hamptop,,

Accornoanied bv their wives the
choir  arr ived af te i  a l7-hour iour-
ncy to a *elcoming suppei  -
provided by the ladies secnon of
L l andvb ie  Ma le  Vo i ce  Cho i r
whose guests thev were- The
warmth of this receotion s€t the
lone for their brief visit and was
much appreciated b]- the gur-sts
[r , tm 3ar- t  the Channel

Comoere of lhe concert nert
e.,enin! at Llandybie lVlemorial
Hall was Mr. Howard Hampton.
who is a native of Tindail but has
livcd in Germany for 30 vears. Mr.
Hampton helped to organise the
tour and also acted as interDreler
at  hrr th formal  rnd informi l ' func-
t l ons .

Iv1uch was exDect€d of thrs inter-
nationallv famous male vorce choir
and their-eagerlv awaited perform-
ances fullv realised the hieh ex-
pcctütrüns.  The choir .  undei  their
conductor Ferdinand Frings, with
accompanist Christiane Öeneffe.
sang in eleven different languages
and most of the items were un-
a c c o m o a n i e d .  T h e  a u d i e n c e
appreciäted the music. the qualitv
of tone and *onderiul discroline.
'  The indrvrdual  solorsts r i rau n
,from different sections of the choir

'.oerformetl u,ith distrnction-j  
Dur ing the intenals.  lhe presi-

Jent lbr the evening. Councillor
E.  B.  Davies.  chairman of  Uandv-
h i c  C o m m u n i t v  C o u n c i l .  u e l -
cr lmed l lanenchor and therr  wrres
to Wales- He remrnded thc audi-
e'nce of the choir's-achievenents
during the last decade: th€s€ in-
cludeä resular broadcasts and
television appearances and foreign
European toors.

. I{e thanked thc audieoce for
:supporting the concert q,hich was
,in aid of the John MaiDwarins
Funtj - r )oung Llandvbie mai
u,ho reccived serious spioel io-
iurres uhi le p laving rugby for
B  l ; r c r r au .



A LINN'
Another linl has bccn forsed -

twccal Cör fvtsibisa I lendy[ii and a
European Cboir. The intimarionallv
famoirs male voioc choir Manenchoi
{ron Eupen. Belgrum will be guests of
the Llaridybie cli-oir from Mäy 30 ro
Junc 3. Under its pres€nt coriduclor,
Ferdiland Frinss. the Maricnchor of 38
loices have atäned the hig}est grade
possible for mcn s choral socreties in
Bclgium. To yustif-v ttus high classifica-
tion the choir has lo undergo an cx-
amlnalion by an rnternational jury er-
erv four v€ärs.

Dunng'the last deede, they have
t rave l led  w ide lv  ovcr  Europe by
ürangemenrs witb the Bclgium Minis-
trv of Educalion and have Derfomed
witi soloists from some of the leading
opera houses in Europe including
Milan. Berlin. Salzburg md Budapest.
Tbey show a special inrerest in the
music of Fram Schuben and they often
give Shubert conerts as well as making
rcsular broadcasts in their native Bel-
riüm.- 

During thcir brief ftrg visit to Waler.
they will give two performanccs -
theie reoenoire havins an international
flavour.'Thc fint oerfärmance is at thc
Memorial Hall. Llandybie on Thun-
day, May 31, and thc second at the
comorehensive school, Ammanford on

' Fridäy June l. The procecds of the two
coDcerts go rowards the John Mainwar-
ing Funö and Mencap rcspectivel!,.
John recently suffered scnous spinal
injuries plaling rugby.

, Climax of the visit is a civic reception
at the Ammanford Civic HaIl on Satur-

.dav. June 2.
0ör Meibion Llandybie will be

paying a r€turn visir to Eupen, Belgium
next year.

w.L
Preparations re wcll in hand for the

Flower festival to bc held at Llandybie
Parish Church nexf week.'

The dressing of thc Church will begin
oo TuesdaY at 9.00 a.m. and anvone
with floweis in their garden are asked'

, to bring them to the church in the
tnotruns.

A sefuce will be held on Wcdnesdav
evcning, 30 May. ard evervone ii
rclcome. The chrnch will be opcn for
viewing by the public during thi rest of
the week.

All oroceeds of thc Floper Festival
rill be'donared to tbe Church Restora-
Oon Fund.


